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-Lake Song has over 40 named characters. Which one or ones did you find the most compelling? Which did you relate to the most?

-The book is structured like a chain: a secondary character in one story becomes the main character in the next, and so on. Was this structure successful in creating forward motion? Could you foresee which character would take the stage next? 

-One of the overall themes of Lake Song is that a community includes both the living and the dead. What roles do ghosts play? Mavis, for example, or Eli? Is it disconcerting or reassuring that the dead still speak?

-How does Lake Song relate to your own experiences with this part of the country or to your own experience with small towns?

-Actual historical events root this book in a specific time and place. How important was that to you as a reader? Could the book have been set, for example, in Texas, or is this truly a New York story?

-The author uses many different perspectives to tell the story of Kinder Falls. Did this add to the richness of the novel or to confusion?

-There is no actual Kinder Falls or Okisee Lake. Did the author build enough of the environment to make you believe that there was?

-Donny Epps claims, “there are no completely moral people.” Many characters exhibit both good and bad behavior. Was Dorie justified in what she did to Mrs. Dunn? Was Annalee justified in stealing Knox’s money? In the world of Lake Song, is Donny right?

-Were you surprised at the ending or had you already guessed Mavis’s role in Angus’s death? Was it mercy or revenge, or both?

-There is a psychic connection between characters that is suggested in what the author calls “portals.” For example, early in the book Harley thinks he sees a woman and a child in the woods, but it is a doe and her fawn. In the final chapter, some 60 years later, Marlena and her baby are lost in a snowstorm and Marlena thinks she sees an older man in the woods, but it is a buck. Can you identity other portals— visions, images, animals—where characters “visit” each other through time?

-Harley asks early on, “Can a man be forgiven for something a boy did?” Did you think the question was answered by the end of the book?
